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HIGHLY INTERESTING FROM
THE PACIFIC.
Operations of Col. Fremont in Upper
Califurnia,

The Washington Union contsins
lengthy  and very interesting letter (tom
Col. Thomas H, Benton, telating to the op-
crations of Col. Fremont, during the lasi
winter and spring, in Upper California, to-
gether with others from Col Fremont, giv®
ing o graphic and interesting account of his
movements, B.'s letier 18 accon panied by
geveral columos of official cortespondence
beiween the authoritics of Upper Calilors
nis, and Thomas O, Larkin Bsq. our Cons
sul a4 Monterey, 1elating 1o Col. Fremont
and the sttemptro drive him from that de-
partment, in the early partof the yesr, by
force of arms,  Our limils force brevity ups
0a us, 80 that we are compelled 10 omil
evon the substance of these leners, buyiv is
not urknown (o our readers that the ap-
pesrance of Col. Fremont and his party, i
that depariment of Califurnia, early in the
year, gave snything but satisfaction 1o the
authorites, and Whis correspondence  bes
tween our Coasul and Governar Castro, res
sulied from a proclamation issued by the
lstter peremptorily commanding Col. I, 10
withdraw with his men lrom the couniry,
= 1"tom the letier of Col Benton, we leirn
that after Col, F. had crossed the Rocky
Mountains and the Sierra Nevada of the
Alia Culifornia, be lefi lis men upon  the
froutier, an hundred miles from  Monterey
and went slone to that city 1o explain his
objeet and wishies in person 1o Gov, Cas-
wo. The interview was entizely satsfacs
tory, and resulted in permission being
granted him by the Governor to winter in
thie valley of San Joaguin, where there wag
plenty of gamo for his men and  prass for
liis horses, Scarcely bad he arrived in
this valley with his nsen when reporis be
gan to reach him from all gnariers that the
Governor was raising the pravinee agaips!
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Sierra, and from the valley of the 8an Juan
is duted the fisss day of April, in lanude 40
on the Sacramento river; and though writs
ten merely 1o inform Mrse Fiemont of his
I“‘l'ﬂl'lllill concerns becomes iillp"nﬂlll n =a
publie point of view, on sceount of subse
quent events in June, aud July, by show.
ing, that on the first of Apiil he was on s
way 1o Oregon—that ho had abandoned all
intention of tewurning through any put o
California—would cross the Rorky moun-
[tains through the Northern Pass on the line
between the Upper, or Ketile Falis of the
Columbia, and the Great Falls of the Mis
souri and be in the United Suates i Seps
ember. ‘I'his shows thot be had al the
time, no idea of the events in which he was

subseqoeutly involved,

scientific researches [or the cxpress purpose)’

San Joaquin and the camp en the Sierra
Apeaks a few words, witliou detatl, buy de
his prudence in nol eompromizing his conn |l

guage. He sayer “The Spaniards were)'
somawhat rude and inhospitable beluw, and

L]
!
helore a foree of 8 or
wwo pieces of artillery,  Without the sha-,
dow of a cause, the governor suddenly rais-
od the whole couniry against me, issuinyg
false and ecandulous proclamation. Ol
vourse, [ did not date to compromise the
United States, sgainst which appearances
would have been sirong: but thongh it was
in my power lo jneresse my party by Amer
ioans, | rofrand (rom commiwing & solita
ry act of hostility or impropriesy.’ His
next letier is dated the 14 of Muy, and in
forms me thet, in his progiess 0 Oregon,
e found himeelf and party unexpeotediy
stacked by the Talwath Tndinns—ihe mos
warlike of that quarter—had lost five men
m killed and wounded —and sl expeeiod
0 be in the United States in the month of
Sentember.’

‘Plhis was the lsst letter reeeived from [
Col. Fremoxt uniil the following, of Juli ]y
251 from Monteres and which was breugly
by Commodore 8ok, 1vis o plain elale-
ment of his movements, and will bo read
I'he letier of Col, Bop-

hem, but we retired slowly and growlingly |y

{
with deep intorest.

ton goes into a lengthy and able review
(o aperations of Col. F.y and fully justifizs
his conduet against the falsehoods gascon.
sayer 'Nothing e
ficst=—nothing more deeided, when he was

morte heroie than his conduet.’
Private letter from  Colonel Fremont to),
Seantor Benton, dated Monteeey of the
Jlta California July 25, 1810

Musston oy Canwed.® July 25, 1840.
My Dear Sirr=When Mr. Gillespie

him—Dhe was warned of his danger by our
Consul -=he setilers proposed to join Lim
bt ho refused their assistance—und tking
position an the summit of the Sierra, ity
miles (rom and overlooking Monterey, he
awaited the assailants, From this position
lie could clearly discern the movemems ol
(he foree under Gov, Casiro,  but slier all
their threats they only approached ihe
camp and Col. Fremont. not finding him~
gelf attacked, and determined to avoid col-

jision. then determimed to  retire, aml 1o

proceed 1o Oregon, on lis  mended  roue
ol the valley of the Siceamento, the Tl
math lak s, snd the valley of the Wabla.
math river.  Accardingly, about the [0
of March, he left his position on \he Sierrd
descended into the valley of e San Jua.
quin, and commencad his mareh by slow

and easv stages of four and six miles a day,
‘The Gavernor afier  Hie

towards Oregon,
getnen from the evacuated eamp on Sierr

issued a proclamation denouneing Cul. T.
and his men as o band of robbers and bigh-

waymen, and it appears they were notevel

i.crmnicd to retire without lurilier molestae

Lion.
We copy from Col. Bonton's levter:

avertook me in the middle of May, we were
encamped on the norihern shore of the
Creater Talmath Luke. Bnow was [alling
steadily and heavily in the mouutains whith
entirely surround and dominate the olevat-
e valley region into which we had penes
trateds in the east and north and west burr
srs absoluiely impassable barred our road,
we had no provisions, our animuls were al-
rendy foeble, and while any otlier wuy was
apen, 1 could not bring mysell to atlem
such o douliful enterprise as a passage ol
ihese ynknows mountaing in the ceal of
winter.  Evers day the snow was | dng:
i the fuce of e depressiog influe i
pxercised on the peaple by the loss ot o
men, antd Ahe wppromising  appoarsice ol
ings, 1 judged it inexpedient 10 pursue

A1, mn

W journey farther o this diroei
determined Lo relrace any Sieps, antl earn
out the views of the gacernment by roich
mg (he frontier on the Jine ol e Colorad
iiver, 1 had scarcoly reachied the lowes

and that he hed o [hle to procure supplies elsewhere
bandoned the cherishod feld ol his intendedjsent by Me. Gillespie, 10 Capt.

af avoiding all offence to the Mexivan au- (W
thorities.  OFf the events in the valley of the|[small requigition for such supplies ss were
Jie|mdispensibly necessary 10 leave the valley;
and my avimals were now in such a slale

seriptive of his conduion, charactensiic off!

iry & worthy 1o be repested in his ownlans;West side ol \iem

characier,
grave responsibility

|j|i_'|l;'|}' tu the cnd.

sond,

e
ol
mediately coneeried my operations witl

ade of Gen. Castro.  The Unlon wuly]'? villey,
oull be more woderate st|ol Gasire’s officers,with a party of Liat

ed without injury,
the 1510, the miliry fort ol Sunoma

for whose expulsion an order had jost been
fssued by the governor of the Culifornias

For these purposes Castra immediately ns-

combled a foree at the Mission of Sants
Clare, n strong place on the northern shore
of the Francisco bay.  Yon will remembe:
how grossly outraged and insulied we had
already been by this officer; many in m)
own camp, snd throughout the couniry

fthiough thay 1 should not have retreated in

March last, 7 felt humiliited and humbled
one of the main objects proposed by this
expedition had been entirely deleated anl
iv was thie opinion cf whe officers nl the
squdion (<o 1 was informed by Mr. Gilles-
pie) that | conld not again retreatl consis®
wntly with any military 1eputation.  Una-
[ had
Montgot-
ty, commanding e United States ship of
at Portsmouth, then lying at Monterey, »

hiat I could not get out of the velley, wiih
st reaching the country which lies on the
in un envrely destitun
sonditinn,

Having cirefully examined my position,

o |ordered me out of the covntry, alter having and foreseeing, T think, elearly, atL the
given mo permission 10 winter there, My [conscquences which may evenlusle 1o
enso of duty did not permit me 1w fightime from soch o step, 1 determived 1o

sk suzh setive & anticipalory measures

4 hundeed weny a0l ys shoulil seem (o me most expedieat o

wateet my party aod justily my  owo
I was well swere of the
whieh 1 assumed,
wat ] wlge dotermived that having one

coneluded to do fn, [ woull ssume it

aad its consequences fully and  entirely

wdd o through with vhe  business come
Liegret that, Ly .

g diden emergeney, | lave vnly an Low

for wiitir g lo all friends, and that there
fore trom the abiscenece of detar], what |
ay (o you will not be clearly under
Casiro’s first messurs w g a al=
empt 1o ineite the lndian population v
he Soaquin sndSscramento valleys, e

he ce ghboring mountains, to buin the

wops ol the Lordgners end otherwise
yroeeed immediately sgainst them Tle:e
adians are extremesly numerous,and th

weeess ol this measure would have hes
very destroctive, but he lsiled enticels

e
m.

Ja the Gih of Juse 1 Jdecided on

purse which I would pursue, and

he loreigners inhabiling the Socrimen:
A few days slierwarils, on

empled 1o passadrove of 200 hotses, fron

sssailed by the Mexicuns—more manly, [Sonoma to Sants Clara, via New el
velis, with the avowed purpose ol bring

ng troops inte the country: Ua the
LLihy they were surprised  at cuylight
wn the Consumune river, by a party ol
2 from my camp. 'The horses were
taken, bui they (the men) were dismiss:
At l]'.l}'l.ili‘-lk (8]

was talien hy surprise, with Y hrass pie

aes of wtitlery, 230 stunds of  muskeis,

ime other arme, and a quantity of am-
nunition.  Gen, Vall-jo, his  brother,
(Capt. Vallejo) Coloned Greuxdon, sod
wme others, were tiken prisoaers, and
placed at New Helvetia, a furofisd pos)
mder my command, o the meantine
¢ bauoeh hisd resched Newllelvetia with
Jores fiom the ship Portsmouth,  nuw|
lying ot Yerba-Bucan,on Franvisco bay.
News of Gen, Castro’s procecdings @
guinst me in Mareh, had reached Com
hat monthy and  he had immedingely
Jospatched the ship Partsmouth tall n
Loany, with general lugiructions 1o pre
teet Americon imeresis o Uddidorin

1

These enterprises  pecuinplished,

Sactamentn, when General Castiry then i
the north fat Sosoma, i the depariment ol
Sonoma, north af the bay of Sun FFruneseo

1

liis

\ . 1 &
determingtion immedintely o proceed as

spmmanded by Gen. Vallepa, ) s

I'he first lester thal we received (rom’ goiust me, and shier defeating me (o piros vedl

Capt. Fremont, alter his withdrews! fron

0 ugaiugt (be lureigners getled fu the country

l

In;.rmmnl o the American scitlements

lors (e Sacramento, ated 1l }\ o e lig

|_\n-.r|.- ano*, to ublan petulercements vl

men and 1ofes.
I lie wulormation brought by Me.Gals

atiunn (o my positiou, oduced  that ofli

nodore Sloat st Mazatlan at the end of]

legpie to Captain Montgomery, in 1esjeountiy.

iy S — e e

Buena, whence he had despatched  hs
unch to me. I immediately wroe to

him, by the return of the boat, desciib-
g to him fully my posinen end inten.
ions, in order that he might not, by
supposing e 1o be seting under order-
from our government, unwittingly coms
mit himself in allording me other then
«weh  assstinee his instructions
would authorize him naturally 1) offer
w officer charged with an  important
publie duty: or; ‘n line, toany citizens
of the U, 5.

Iaformation having reached me [rum
ihe commanding officer st Sonona, that
his post was (hreatened with an ot ack
oy & foree under Gen, Castro, 1 tulved
camp on the American fork on the al-
wernoon of the 220, and, sccompanmed
by Mr. Gillespie, at & in the morning of
the 25th reached Suvnoma, with 60
mounted riflemen, having moarched 80
miles,  Our people sull hala the place,
mly one division of Castro’s foice,
«quadron of cavalry, number 70 men,
wd commanded by Josguin de la Tor-
re [ane of his bost oflicers, ] huving sue-
ceeded in cromsing the siratis, [Prancis:
o ba)] Thig fores  had atrack 4 an
sdvance party of twanty Americans, il
[was] defested with the loss two kiiled
wil two or thiee wonaded, The A
mericans lost none.  ‘Uhis was an une
xpected check to the Calforniaus: who
had snnounced their intentions to defear
aur people without firg a guns 1o beal
out their besing with  their *tapedros,’
i dustroy them ‘eon eucri lus puros.”
Uheg were ted 1o use (his expression

from the eircumstanee that o few  day-
wevious they had coprured two ol owm
wen (o oxpress,) and altar wounding.
nadd bound them 1o teees, and ouribien
0 pir(‘l's while alive, with an CXAPErd-
tion of cruelty, which uo Indisn would
ie capabile of.  Toafew duys dela Tev
e wandriven from the country, having
harely succended in effecting  his escap
wcross the stiaifs, the guns  [-ix large
ad haundsome pieces] spiked ot the
fort on the soicth side of enlvance L
Franciseo bay, aml communication with
ha Ujalro.\nlt' side |'hlilt'-l}' hre ken l-ﬂ,!llf
hoats and leunchos heing eithor desiroy
wl or i our possession. —Thiee of Cas
10’y party hoving landed an - the Sano:
ua side in advanee, were killed near th
heach; snd beyond this thers was no
(pss ¢ither side. o all these preceed
nge; Mr, Gillespie acted with me.
We renehed Sunoma ngain on the e
vening of July 4, and in the  morning |
ealled the peaple together, and spoke 10
hem in relstion to the position of the
gouniry, sdvising 8 course ol operations)
which was unanimously adopted —Uali
furnia was drclired independenty he
ounlry put under mortisl law; the fores
rgan zed, and officors elected, A |;]. dye
b i themselves 1o support the e
messuies, andobry  thew oflicers, wee
agned by 1huse
was placed ueder my direehion,
ol offcers, from the Portsmouh wens
Fanav "R l'.||

The whols
Sey -

it send,

p:rﬁflll at this mreling,
tain Grigsby,with ll!'l_\ LT T Cothmh it

{ Sanoma, 1l f1abat |:|n':‘ o the tts

"y
id resehod my  eqcimpment on 1
Amversean Fotk an thece duys Dotone

twe aroved ot pliee, Genorsl Castio

mad evaevated Santa Clacag wlhieh e

fyad been tl-p";v-l in bor iy, an
with o foree gl sbont 400 men, sud 4
gieees of artiliery, commenced  his

real upan St Jotin's, o dorsfied  pos

{having S pieces of mtilery, prncipill
()a the evening ol the 10 nowe
¢ by the

pess foony Capt Montgomer y, with Lhe

lirass,
were vloetrd serival ol ah ex
[iformation that comwinadore Sloat had
hnistod the fleg of it Unied Spates an
Monterey,and tukon puher‘rsiml of the
Capt. Montgomery had host

ed the Mg ut Yorba Duens, and sen

LMYOCYAL.

— e~ et
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tng tha it might be hoisted a1 this post.
Lidependence and the  flag of the U7,

cording'y I direcred the fl g to be hoimt
e with a salute next morning. Thee
venl prodoced greal rejoicing among
wr prople. The next day | received
moexpress from Commodore Sloat,
tanamitting to me his proclsmtion,nd
lireeiing me 1o proceed with the foree
inder my orders to Monerey. ‘The
registored force, actuilly o arms, and
inder my orders, numbered 1wo hun
Ired and 1wenty sflimen, with one
piece of field artillery, and ten men, in
dditon to the artillery of the garrison

We were on the eve of marching 1
pursuit of Castro when this intelligene:
wrived: weeordingly 1 dirceted my
mareh upon Monterey, where 1 ariiv
m the evening of 19k, with a commoans
st 160 riflemenand one piece of artillery
| fuund also there Stockton in comand
of the figate Congress, and Almira

Ssymoury in command of her Britanic
mojeo'y’s ship Collingwood, of eighty
guus. 1 have been badly interrupted,
sud shall searcely be able 1o put you it
full possession of cecu enses,

T'o cowe briefly to conclusion, Com

mudore Slost has translerred  the squa

dron with California and 113 sppurte

mances into the hands of Commodon
Siocklon, who has resolved to make
good the possession of Califorais.  Thi
officer spproves entirely of the cours

pursued by mysell and M, Gillespie,
who, [ repeat, has beea band in ham

with me inthis buaness. 1 receives

iis morping, lrom Commaodure Stock

iy a commtzsion of M.jor jnthe U

Soarmy, retaining command of my ba

lliony to whieh a foree of 50
will be attached, We sre under ordes
to embark 1o morrow morsing, o
noard the Cyane sloop of war, and wil
lisembark st Sae Diego, immediately
nthe teer of Castro.  He (v now at the

Puebla de los Angeles, an interior city,
with 8 lorce ol about 300 men, suppos

erint

ul 1o be inereasing,  “T'ne design s 1
vtack him with my foree at hat place.
Ile las there seven or eight  jicces of
atillery,

Commodore Sloat who goes homi
by way ol Panama, promises to hand o
s<tied this 1o you immediately on his ar-
rival ut Waslungton, to which he goes
direet, lrigmy intention to leave th:
countiyy if it within the bounds ol
possibuiliny, al the end of August.D couls
then suececd in crossing the Rocky
Mountains— later it would not
ble un geestnt of the suow; aud b)' that

lll' IIII.“

time a torritongl governmest will be

Yours, very truly,

J € FREMONT,
Lo, Thomas 11

118, Senste W slimpgton rity, & I A8

Gp ratiuh here,

13 nion.

COL, PREMONT,
A correspombont ol the New York My

af Lt ishoes e ballowing  coutheine s
aretily  prepated seesunt of Col. Fo
mont, ol the ULS Arnwy the volebruiod ex
dorer ol Qregon nml Cabiforing

Col. Fremom,

awans i the fatheresy W est

aliowe celehegted o 31']‘.“

are nuw the
heme of universsh applause, 5 o0 nalve o
il

crchitent o biis nwa fostunes,

South Caralian, the son a widnw, am

he

srphan at Foar yeses of uge with a brathivr
vl stster v oungor tion humsell, T moikie
wr, nndl e was sesepteen, proyid d far s
soipport ot vducatrong vttt age he Legan

i provide fo loasaly, ol for Uiege cons

necter) IFor
gl wathematir s, pericebng iz own ed-

tiree vears

with  lin

peation, nod grving wll fas viarnimgs, bievoml
{118 PECessary sSupport, o his mother and
he two vounger childien, At the aga of

the stronger part, particularly,] and ae-

o't an!

he;’

ear immediately to proceed 1o Yerbaone to Sunoma, to be hoisied at that swenty, his skill in mathematics procured
place.  One also was sent 10 the officer him employment on the ruil-rond explotas
(] H T _

ommanding at New I Iveriy, request. tions underlakan by the State of South Car-

oling, 10 conoeet the Adantic ovwan and the
Ohin river, ot the two points of Clarleston

Siates are sy nonymous lerms to lenml Cineinnsti and this gave Lim secupation
foreigners hors, [the northarn, which is ™ the mountainous region of Nonb Caro=

Hing and Ternessee, and first invred him to
monntain hife, and led liim o commonce the
seientific observations of the hesvens and
earth, that he hag since extonded over vo
vast a field,  While engaged in this busis
nesd, an increase was made by Congress in
some beanehes of the regular army.
eral Jackson was the Prasident of the Unie
ted Suated, snd dicecied one hall of 1he new
appointments to be taken from the class of
citizens: and out of this class the voung
Fremont obisined a place among the junior
ifivers of e “lopographical Eogineers;
(e wise aud patriotie decision of General
Jackson opened Uie door for this appoints
ment, but it requiced the meritof the applhi-
sant o obtam it U'he Topograplioal eorps
13 ominently seientific: and the yourg Fre-
wont, never huving been st the nstional
VMititary Academy bad to stand an examii=
A
nourd of eminent officers oxamined hinr,
the stood the test of this severe onleal, 1o
wiumphed in his exommation; suil thus won
his way 10 a piace which the enlighteneld
pattiotism of Jackson bad laid cpen to the
eampetition of friendless morit, ‘I'his was
i firut feuit=—a rich one—of Luving been a
ieachier of mathematice,  What an encoura
igamentto young wmen who have 1o ads
vanee \Lemselves by their own exerilons!
No sooner was he appointed, thay he
went into sctive serviee in the field, and
spent the first year in the Cherokee country
2 Ahe topographical survey s, (ander Cap-
ain Williams,) which the apprehended hos-
tities of the southern Zudians rendered ye-
essary 10 the expected military operations,
I'he next year lie was sent os an assistant
o the exlebirated asweonamer Mr. Nicolle
e valley of the upper Mississippi and
vas engaged two years io that remote re-
gon in awding thot eminent savan ineellect
ng the materials verifying the [se1s and in
dituting the seventy fhousand metooralogis
ul obsarvations upon whicli the great hys

Giens

sion before be eould be appoisted.

frographic and wpographite wap of Nigol
stand Fremont, was constroeted and from
vhich so many publishers of waps hase

evied fcontibutions,” without ackoows |-:'.'|-u'

w the aatres fram whisli they saewme

I 1832, Lieu!, Fremon! irs, boecama
ammander of & separate expedition, and
sxplered the country between the Mis.
sissippi river and rhe Rocky nountains,
o the South Pass and Fremont's [Muak
nd the |Jl'il.'[, nodest, fJI'|:I.'-T_\' aml s
snufie ceport which he mode of this ox.
loration, immediately malds his nama
known in Iurope and Ametica 88 one
of the distinguished ¢ xpluleu ultnengs
La 183234, Lie went upon his grest ex
Califor

thag be oleepore which, published by or

pediiton to Qiegon and Narth

ler of cogress, is now rttlmr'i;.g' unt
versal ottention,  lu 1515, he ]I-\.n gono
o L thipd expedition,  detepmened
N0 8 CON| lete wnlita y wnd scivnnfie
explorou of all the vast and almos:
wohnown regions Lewernile Rocky
sud the  Pacdie

rutainy tl'l,';lfl.

od betwevn e Uevgon niver aud the

anll of o

St lel 1 contivue nrartwo s ears and

Lfvroin,  Tois expedition s

s stice o sslul pesult is looked to widiihe
ighest Jegree of interest by sl thy
prprals ol rorence inAmericannd inln
r pl”.

PPerlivps no mom ol liis age, in any

1

ooy, hus goue through syeh un e

L ul bahar '-illl.’ excriion ol buily .‘-||d

il as ook Frement From thie ue
lal miweniy the canopy [ Heavea bLaw
Leen los covening—the saountsing  and

phatoe, the L Kkes auid sivers, from the

Alenhie va the Paeifir, Gom the Gulfof
N4

| \ll %o othe hoad ul H-f' ; .|p-|;fi".lp )

have been s home,—His nilivry  re-
‘_num-u'.m:m'fin which Le was engaged,
Ibecame also scientific explanations; and
geography, betany, grology asironomy,



